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‘Where jus-
tice is denied, 
where poverty is 
enforced, where 
ignorance pre-
vails, and where 
any one class is 
made to feel that 
society is an orga-
nized conspiracy 
to oppress, rob 
and degrade them, 
neither persons 
nor property will 
be safe.’
Frederick Douglass
American abolitionist

‘Refrain from 
anger, and forsake 
wrath! Fret not 
yourself; it tends 
only to evil. For 
the evildoers shall 
be cut off, but 
those who wait 
for the Lord shall 
inherit the land.’
Psalms 37:8-9

Q. Should self-destruct and burner apps for messaging 
be banned from use by those in public office?

Go to JOPLINGLOBE.COM to cast your vote.

INFO POLL

CONGRESS shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.
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California law could hurt most student-athletes
C alifornia’s new law allowing 

college student-athletes in the 
state to receive cash compen-

sation, in addition to a full schol-
arship, will help a tiny fraction of 
players but with devastating con-
sequences to most collegiate sports 
teams and universities. If allowed 
to stand, the law will eliminate a 
century-old national enterprise 
that has afforded life-changing 
opportunities to millions of men 
and women.

Paying student-athletes based 
on their image and likeness will 
result in less than a very small per-
centage of football and basketball 
players being paid while most all 
other collegiate athletes — espe-
cially women — will be hung out to 
dry. It will be a case of the less than 
1% who will benefit versus the 
99%, with many student-athletes 
losing opportunities for a debt-free 
education.

On paper, the law allows football 
and basketball players to be com-
pensated for their “name, image 
and likeness.”

In practice, only a few superstars 
will make money, as donors and 
corporations attach themselves 
to a particularly famous player. 
For the rest of the student-athlete 
population — and I played Division 
I men’s basketball on a full schol-
arship — there will be no payment. 
And worse, those donor and corpo-
rate funds that now support vital 

but low-revenue 
sports through 
donations to the 
university athletic 
programs — in-
cluding almost all 
women’s teams and 
most men’s teams — 
will be diverted to a 
handful of players 
who are likely to 
also cash in as pro-
fessionals.

Each year, nearly 
500,000 men and 

women compete in a wide array 
of collegiate sports — basketball, 
football, rowing, swimming, track 
and field, gymnastics and others. 
For every Zion Williamson, there 
are thousands of future student-ath-
letes at UCLA, Gonzaga, Wichita 
State, Central Florida and other 
great educational institutions 
across the nation who have a lot to 
lose with this law if it spreads to 
other regions.

In a world where student-ath-
letes would be able to receive cash 
compensation for their likeness, 
the stars of the future will reap the 
benefits before turning pro, while 
the thousands of minor sports ath-
letes as well as most basketball and 
football athletes are likely to see 
less funding.

The popularity and revenue po-
tential of college sports is simply 
not equal across all teams. Univer-

sities are only able to fund less pop-
ular sports by using the resources 
brought in by donors and television 
contracts associated with the more 
popular sports. That diversity is 
good for universities, for the ath-
letes on those teams and for the 
fans who love to watch and cheer as 
classmates, alumni or community 
members.

College athletics has been filled 
with millions of young men and 
women who have put thousands of 
hours into their craft with the goal 
of competing at the collegiate level 
and receiving a full scholarship to 
boot. These talented student-ath-
letes will compete for four years, 
earn a degree and go on to become 
a professional in something other 
than the sport they played. That is 
life for 99% of student-athletes. But 
those opportunities are at risk un-
der the new law, which will become 
a slippery slope resulting in full 
professionalism.

Fortunately, there are solutions. 
For example, allow all basketball 
student-athletes who want to play 
professionally to do so right out 
of high school — this includes 
pushing the National Basketball 
Association to eliminate its rule 
mandating one year in college play 
before entering the pro draft. For 
extraordinarily talented athletes, 
they will then have a choice — go 
pro with all the riches and responsi-
bilities that entails, or go to college 

and get a scholarship, an education 
and an opportunity to participate 
in collegiate sports as a student-ath-
lete. In short, draw the line between 
amateurism and professionalism 
and allow these players to choose 
their own course.

Student-athletes dedicate a large 
amount of their time to their sport, 
as I did while playing and studying. 
Like their student-athlete coun-
terparts, many other students also 
dedicate a large amount of their 
time to activities and jobs. 

A major difference is that those 
students continue to be saddled 
with massive amounts of debt 
while many of their student-athlete 
colleagues graduate with a degree, 
debt-free.

Let’s not forget what college ath-
letics is about: playing for the love 
of the game. Cash compensation 
ruins that by turning amateurs into 
paid professionals. Worse, it will 
result in fewer opportunities for 
women and nonfootball and non-
basketball sports.

There’s a better approach. We 
should not want a world of college 
sports where student-athletes look 
to bank statements rather than the 
stat sheets to determine their value.

 
CODY McDAVIS is an attorney and a board 
member at the UCLA School of Law; he played 
basketball for the University of Northern 
Colorado from 2012 to 2015. He wrote this for 
InsideSources.com.

CODY
McDAVIS

Columnist

Weatherization good  
for families, companies

S outhwest Missouri has 
many homes that are more 
than 60 years old, built 

before the knowledge we have 
now with regard to building 
codes, safety practices and 
cleaner, more efficient air 
systems.

The U.S. Department of Ener-
gy’s Weatherization Assistance 
Program was created originally 
to assist low-income families 
who lacked re-
sources to invest 
in energy effi-
ciency; however, 
it has grown to 
so much more. 
Weatherization 
is based on local partner-
ships that help leverage weath-
erization services. Weather-
ization benefits American 
businesses, families and work-
ers, and is made in America.

Economic Security Corp.’s 
weatherization partnerships 
with private businesses, man-
ufacturing companies and 
local utilities have provided 
a huge, flexible base for our 
weatherization activities in 
Southwest Missouri. Here are 
a few examples of weatheriza-
tion work we were able to do 

because of our business part-
nerships:

• We were able to replace a 
leaking roof, which is not an 
allowed expense with weath-
erization. But because of our 
partnerships this was fixed, 
which allowed us to weather-
ize the home.

• Another home needed an 
electrical upgrade so we 
could install an energy efficient 
heat pump HVAC system.

• Using weatherization’s 
partnerships allowed us to 
install a sump pump in a home 
that didn’t have one. Why is 
this important? It reduced the 
home’s moisture problem and 
also allowed weatherization to 
air seal under the house and 
insulate the floor.

Partnerships with utility 
companies, home improve-
ment stores, home repair proj-
ects and utility assistance pro-
grams allow weatherization to 
provide a more comprehensive 
solution to keep Southwest 
Missourians safe and warm.

In Southwest Missouri, our 
most vulnerable neighbors 
pay more than 28% of their 
income toward energy costs. 
ESC weatherizes 103 homes an-

nually. Over the past 10 years, 
1,030 homes are keeping South-
west Missourians warmer. 
This is an energy conservation 
solution for our public- and 
privately-owned utilities that 
helps keep energy costs down 
for our communities.

Weatherization programs 
also hire American workers 
and contractors. Materials 
purchased from local busi-
nesses support their employ-
ees. Staff are professionally 
trained, efficient and treat 
your home as their own.

Weatherization makes a dif-
ference in our communities’ 
housing stock, energy-related 
conservation methods and 
buys American products.

Every $1 received for weath-
erization from the Missouri 
Department of Natural Re-
sources is leveraged with 
approximately another $1.96 
from local businesses, public 
utilities and other resources. 
This is almost a $2 to $1 match, 
locally.

What a lasting investment 
for Southwest Missouri. 

 
RYAN PETERSON is weatherization direc-
tor for the Economic Security Corp.

RYAN
PETERSON

Guest columnist

A shoutout to the Carthage Community 
Foundation, which has been at it for two 
decades now. 

That’s 20 years of making a difference, includ-
ing more than $35,000 awarded this week to 16 
groups that are working to improve the lives of 
area residents. Recipients of funding this year 
include Children’s Haven of Southwest Missou-
ri, the Community Clinic, the Carthage Crisis 
Center, and more.

What started with $1,250 in 1999 has now 
grown to $8.4 million in assets, and over 20 
years the foundation has given more than $7 
million to various charities and worthwhile or-
ganizations.

Amazing.
There’s a lesson for us all in the virtue of per-

sistence over time paying off in a big way.

CREEKSIDE PLAZA
While we’re at it, how about another shout-

out for the proposal to reinvent Joplin Plaza at 
Seventh Street and Illinois Avenue. This is Jop-
lin’s oldest shopping center.

Newmark Moses Tucker Partners has re-
named the 20-acre site “Creekside Plaza” and 
has a vision that includes a microbrewery, 
restaurants, a river walk and bike lanes linking 
Joplin parks.

They appear to have had success with projects 
in Fayetteville and Bentonville in Northwest 
Arkansas, as well as elsewhere. It calls itself 
the second largest commercial brokerage and 
management firm in that state. We’re hopeful. 

“There’s an opportunity to do something 
really special here, to have a Northwest Arkan-
sas-type of development here in Joplin,” said 
Toby Teeter, president of the Joplin Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

We’d like to see more development that 
includes resurrecting Joplin creeks, reclaim-
ing them from the ugly concrete drainage that 
they became. 

SPEAKING OF CREEKS ...
As we review some of the week’s posi-

tive news around the region, it might help to re-
member a last lesson from Johnny Cash.

Joplin will surely come close to setting a re-
cord for annual rainfall this year. The record is 
65 inches, and if historic rainfall patterns hold, 
we will be at 62 to 63 inches. A toad strangler or 
two might easily push us over.

Good things can come from adversity, Cash 
noted, in his song “Five Feet High and Risin’” 
about creeks breaking their banks and flooding 
the crops, chickens sleeping in the willow trees 
and the rails having washed out. 

“Looks like we’ll be blessed with a little more 
rain,” Cash sang.

What else can you say?

Good 
news!

Disgusted with  
Trump’s behavior

When Donald Trump stood 
next to Vladimir Putin in Hel-
sinki and took his word over 
our own intelligence agencies 
that Russia never interfered 
in our 2016 election, I was ap-
palled.

I spent 13 months as a U.S. 
Marine in Vietnam to protect 

our democracy with free and 
fair elections and to stop the 
expansion of communism. I 
risked my life, as many others 
did, some making the ultimate 
sacrifice while others were 
wounded physically and men-
tally in their service to the 
country.

Now, we have a command-
er in chief who has actually 
bragged about how he stayed 
out of Vietnam with defer-
ments, has never confronted 
Putin with the 2016 election 
interference, and has used 

the office of the presidency to 
extort Ukraine into investi-
gating his political opponents 
in exchange for congressio-
nally allocated funds to defend 
themselves against Russian 
aggression.

I find this disgusting.
Next time you thank a vet-

eran for their service to pro-
tect our democracy, please 
assure yourself that you will 
protect our democracy as 
well.

Gary Porter
Joplin

YOUR VIEW


